
 1 

Sunday Worship Hours 
Christian Education Hour 9:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
There are Nursery and Jr. church programs available for children during our worship service.  

  

 

The BCC Connection 
February 

2024 Bancroft Congregational Church 
Pastor Todd Evans 

217 S. Shiawassee St., P.O. Box 98, Bancroft, MI  48414   989-634-5724 
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It is the third Friday of Lent, and the faithful parishioner stumbles through pouring rain past        
hamburger huts and steak houses into the monastery at Mount Angel and requests shelter. He’s just in time 
for dinner and was treated to the best fish and chips he’s ever had. After dinner, he goes into the kitchen to 
thank the chefs. He’s met by two brothers, “Hello, I’m Brother Michael, and this is Brother Francis.” “I’m 
very pleased to meet you. I just wanted to thank you for a wonderful dinner. The fish and chips were the best 
I’ve ever tasted. Out of curiosity, who cooked what?” Brother Michael replies, “Well, I’m the fish friar.” 
The man turns to the other brother and says, “Then you must be…” “Yes, I’m afraid I’m the chip monk.” 

A lot of people give up things during the Lenten season, like red meat. I’ve given up things before, 
such as pop, coffee, sugar, etc… But as many people do this, we miss something. As we look back into 
Scripture we see that Jesus changed the entire idea behind it, just as He changed what was sin from only  
sinning if you do it, to sinning if you desire to do it.  
 Traditional Jewish fasting was based around atonement and would be very apparent to those around.    
Someone fasting would wear sackcloth or tear their clothes, put ashes on their head, and go barefoot. All of 
it to show others that they were fasting. 

But Christ changed all of this. In Matthew 6:16-18 He says, “And when you fast, don’t make it      
obvious, as the hypocrites do, for they try to look disheveled so people will admire them for their fasting. I 
tell you the truth, that is the only reward they will ever get. But when you fast, comb your hair and wash 
your face. Then no one will notice that you are fasting, except your Father, who knows what you do in     
private. And your  Father, who sees everything, will reward you.” Christ was telling us that it was to be for a 
change of character and purpose of knowing Him more deeply, not for others to see us as righteous. Smith’s 
dictionary puts it this way, ”The sacrifice of the personal will…gives…fasting all its value.”  

As you consider possibly giving something up for Lent, remember that it is something between you 
and God. Also remember that it is something that is to bring you closer to Him, as we want everything in our 
lives to point people to Him. Then He will reward you as only He can!  
Study Matthew 6:5-18 as we head into the Easter season. 
 
Be blessed & be a blessing, 
 
 
 
PT 

From 
Your Favorite 

Pastor! 
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What Do Buddhists Believe? 
By Jason Carlson 

Apologetics Bible pg. 1310 
 

Buddhism originated in Southeast Asia and is rapidly growing in popularity today.  Many are drawn to       
Buddhism due to the perception that it is a peaceful and tolerant religion.  Others are attracted to the inner 
peace the Buddhist meditation techniques promise.  However, Buddhism is ultimately a philosophy that offers a 
system of human works that cannot save anybody. 
 
There are several leading schools of Buddhist thought.  The most prominent are Theravada, Mahayana, and 
Tantric Buddhism.  There are vast differences between these.  However, despite the diversity within Buddhism, 
all Buddhists adhere to a basic core of beliefs.  Siddhartha Gautama, the founder of Buddhism and the original 
Buddha (meaning “enlightened one”), explained basic Buddhist philosophy through the teaching of what are 
known as the Four Noble Truths: 

Life is suffering. 
Suffering is caused by desire – our attachment to a world of illusion. 
Freedom from suffering comes by eliminating our desire. 
Desire can be eliminated by following the Eightfold Path – eight ways of living (attitudes and actions) that 

help a person eliminate suffering and free himself from the cycle of death and reincarnation that traps us 
in the world of illusion. 

Millions of people have attempted to find peace by following the teaching of the Buddha, but right attitudes and 
actions cannot save us from the real source of human suffering: sin against God.  Apart from a personal         
relationship with Jesus, true peace and salvation cannot be found (John 14:6) Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5-6). 
 
This truth is probably best summed up in the testimony of my friend Lou.  Lou grew up in Thailand and was a 
Buddhist for 20 years until he became a follower of Jesus.  When Lou shares his testimony, he tells the          
following story that describes the real peace he found in Jesus: 
 

When I was a Buddhist, I felt like I was in the middle of a large lake.  I was drowning and I didn’t know 

how to swim.  As I struggled to keep my head above water, I looked toward the shore and saw Buddha 

walk up the edge of the lake.  Buddha began shouting instructions to me, telling me how to swim.  He 

shouted, “Kick your legs and paddle your arms.”  But then Buddha said, “Lou, you must make it to 

shore by yourself.”  As I struggled to follow Buddha’s instructions, I looked toward the shore again.  

This time I saw Jesus walk up to the lake.  Unlike Buddha, Jesus didn’t stop at the shoreline.  Instead, 

He dove into the lake and swam out to rescue me!  Once He had brought me safely to shore, He taught 

me how to swim so I could go back and rescue others! 

This powerfully describes the difference between Buddhism and Christianity.  

Buddhism says your problem is bad karma, not a broken relationship with holy 
God, and it’s up to you to save yourself.  Christianity defines our problem differ-
ently from the outset and teaches that rather than leaving us to save ourselves, 

God sent Jesus to do it for us.  Paul wrote that God “has saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own pur-
pose and grace” (2 Timothy 1:9). 
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Pastor’s suggested readings: Study Matthew 6:5-18  
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Weekly Service Schedule for February 2024 

Please remember if for any reason you are unable to meet your scheduled obligation, please contact       
someone from your team to take your place as soon as you know you are unable to fulfill your obligation.  
The changes however, will not be printed in the bulletin.   
 

Thank you for your service to our church! 

 

Child Protection Classes 

CE will be hosting two different Sundays from 

which you may choose to be recertified.  

Sunday, February 25th 

Sunday March 10th 

If you are interested in becoming a new worker in our CE department, 
please contact Diane.  She will make arrangements with you to  

become certified. 

Service 4th 11th 18th 25th 

Greeter Chris Adolf Walt Reed Tom Wahl Lee Habermehl 

Greeter Charlotte Adolf Marion Reed Paula Wahl Cyndy Habermehl 

Nursery Tracie Zander Layne Valade Cathy Taber Jenny Habermehl 

Nursery Patty Hewitt Daphne Valade Laurie Valade Paula Habermehl 

Sound Isaac Zander Maddie Bias Matt Post Jazz Evans 

Computer Vaeh Cooke Sarah Bias Isaac Zander Aaron Zander 
Call to Worship & 

Prayer 
Lee Habermehl Matt Post Layne Valade James Huguelet 

Prayer Elder Matt Post Lee Habermehl Carl Cooke Brian Reed 

Jr. Church Teacher Amber Bias Jenny Habermehl Charlotte Adolf Becky Durling 

Jr. Church Helper Sharon Lewis Paula Wahl Cevin Valade Cathy Taber 

Scripture Reader 
Message Prayer 

Laurie Valade 
TBD 

Sharon Lewis 
TBD 

Layne Valade 
TBD 

Maddie Bias 
2 John 4-6 

Benediction Carl Cooke Lee Habermehl Matt Post Layne Valade 

Financial Team Dan Bryant Brian Reed Matt Post Dan Bryant 

Financial Team Lee Habermehl Carl Cooke James Huguelet Layne Valade 

Communion Layne Valade    
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Answers on page 5 
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MCDONALD, MANDY 1-Feb 

DURLING, BECKY 2-Feb 

VALADE, LAYNE 7-Feb 

DURLING, STEVE 13-Feb 

EVANS TODD 21-Feb 

LOVE, JON 24-Feb 

VALADE, LAURIE 25-Feb 

20 Carl & Jenny Cooke 

Anniversaries 



 8 

Valentine’s Day Activities 

 
Day 1. Read I Corinthians 13. 
Talk about what love is and how we can love others in our everyday lives. Use some of the words in I Corinthians 13 to play word 
search. Then play valentine’s bingo (with chocolate, of course) 
 Day 2.  Demonstrate Love.  
Read Romans 5:8 and talk about how God demonstrated His love. What verb is used in Romans 5:8? (GAVE). We are going to demonstrate 
love by giving. Do Secret Cupid activity as a family. 
 Day 3. Give a Heart Attack. 
For this, each family member  cuts out 2 hearts for the other family members. On the hearts write and fill in the blank, “I love you be-
cause….” Then tape the hearts to each family member’s door. Give them a heart attack… the good kind! 
Variation: Instead of putting hearts on the doors, create love trees to put the hearts on. 
 Day 4. Read the story of St. Valentine. 
Discuss over hot chocolate with heart-mellows.  
Day 5. Love a stranger. 
Read the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
Brainstorm all the ways we can love strangers. Pick one thing to do today (open a door, carry groceries, let someone go first.) Look for   
opportunities to love strangers and have everyone share how it went at end of day. 
 Day 6. Discover Love’s mission. 
Did you know that God’s love has a mission? What did Jesus come to do? Talk about what a “mission” is and how God accomplishes His 
purposes. What role does love play? For today’s Valentine’s Day activity, you are going on a love mission! Go on a Scavenger Hunt. Tips 
for planning a scavenger hunt here.  

 Day 7. Let Love cast out fear. 

Read I John 4:18. Talk about fears and how understanding God’s love can alleviate them. Play the Trust Toss game.  

 Day 8. Love themed Movie Night. 

 Make pink popcorn. Watch a movie such as Fireproof or No Greater Love   or my personal favorite, North & South  (but it’s long!) 
Day 9. Love is patient.  
Talk about times when it is difficult to be patient with others. Then introduce today’s activity by saying, “One of the characteristics of love is 
patience. Today we are going to make a game together. It will take some time to make and play. During the process, we’re going to practice 
loving each other by being patient with one another.” Make and play Valentine Yahtzee. {Note: I could not get her printables to download 
so made my own version based on her ideas!} 
Day 10. Love an enemy. 
Who is someone you don’t like, or who is it that doesn’t like you? Who mistreats you? What does the Bible say about this? Read Luke 6:27
-28. As a family, spend some time praying for the people you mentioned. Think of ways you can love and bless them. Choose one thing to 
do this week to bless an enemy. 
 Day 11. Love a Friend. 
Read the story of Jonathan and David. Talk about friendship and what it means to be a friend. Then, for today’s Valentine’s Day activity, 
write a letter to a friend. 
 Day 12. Love is kind. 
When do you just need a word or act of kindness from someone? Choose someone in your family to be kind to and make them a coupon 
book. Here are more printable coupons. 
Day 13. Love shares. 
Invite friends or neighbors over for your Minute to Win It Valentines party tomorrow. Get everything set up and ready for your guests. 
Day 14. It’s Valentines Day! Have a pink party and serve chocolate fondue. Play Minute to Win It games and discuss how you have 
grown in love this month. Links to games: The Candy Game, several Minute to Win It games from Makoodle, Stacks of love,  

http://tools.atozteacherstuff.com/word-search-maker/wordsearch.php
http://tools.atozteacherstuff.com/word-search-maker/wordsearch.php
http://www.makoodle.com/valententines-bingo/
http://www.bombshellbling.com/secret-cupids-valentines-day-family-tradition/
http://onecreativemommy.com/family-valentine-crafts-love-trees/#comment-54494
https://dixiedelights.blogspot.com/2013/02/heart-hot-chocolate.html
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10:25-37
http://biblehub.com/luke/19-10.htm
http://scavenger-hunt.org/valentines-day-scavenger-hunt/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4:18
http://ministry-to-children.com/faith-and-fear-bible-lesson/
http://www.examiner.com/article/homemade-valentines-day-gift-ideas-make-your-own-popcorn-tin
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001KEHAFI/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B001KEHAFI&linkCode=as2&tag=arabah-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B002UNHFWG/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B002UNHFWG&linkCode=as2&tag=arabah-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000AYEL6U/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000AYEL6U&linkCode=as2&tag=arabah-20
http://www.theidearoom.net/2011/02/valentines-yahtzee-game.html
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2020&
http://www.bhg.com/holidays/valentines-day/cards/valentines-day-coupons-downloads/
http://www.bhg.com/holidays/valentines-day/cards/valentines-day-coupons-downloads/
http://www.homemade-gifts-made-easy.com/free-printable-love-coupons.html
http://teachingheart.net/blog/2013/02/valentines-minute-to-win-it/
http://www.makoodle.com/valentines-minute-to-win-it/
https://igottacreate.blogspot.com/2014/01/stacks-of-love-minute-to-win-it.html
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NEW FOR THIS YEAR - We have had several requests to also support Youth Haven boxes.  
So, this year the Mission Committee has made a decision to send materials for gift boxes to 
Youth Haven located in Rives Junction, Michigan.  Youth Haven has hosted camps for           
underprivileged girls and boys without any State or Federal Funding.  We feel this is a very 
worthy organization to help support.  We will still be doing Operation Christmas Child       
shoeboxes with Samaritans Purse.  But at this time, it is our desire to divide our resources      
between the two organizations.  Youth Haven hosts several camps throughout the year for   
hurting and foster children to teach them about Jesus.  If you have any questions, you may ask 
anyone on the Missions Committee.  
 
PLANS FOR A GARAGE SALE IN MAY – Last year we hosted a garage sale to help with 
postage for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  We feel the garage sale was very             
successful.  We made over $2,000 dollars that more than covered our postage expense for all 
the “OCC” shoeboxes we sent out.  This year proceeds from the garage sale will help with     
expense for items for Youth Haven boxes and “OCC” postage for the shoeboxes.  If you have 
items you planned to donate someplace, would you consider bringing them to the garage sale 
we plan to host in May?  Please talk with Sandy Braid at #989-277-0566 if you have any    
questions.    It is a great way to get rid of items that are just taking up room around your home 
and the income can be put to good use.  Last year I put several large items on the sale and all of 
them were sold!  But we also sold lots of smaller items also.   
 
OUR MISSION JAR – Thank you for your continued support of our Missionary Jar.  This jar 
is located by our mailboxes.  Tom Wahl is our Mission s treasurer and has told me he is happy 
to take, coins, paper bills of $1, $5, $10, $20 or more and checks.   We collect all year so we 
will be able to send all our Missionaries a check in early November, as a Christmas gift to 
them.   
 
We invite everyone at our church to be a part of our Missions Committee.  Come see the things 
God is doing through our giving from this church.  Our next meeting will be Monday, February 
12th at 10:00 am.  We will be discussing our Easter Breakfast that will be coming up before we 
know it.  COME JOIN US! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

10 

8 am 

11 

 

Young Adults 

5pm 

Valade’s 

12 

Missions—10 am 

CE—6 pm 

13 

 

14 
Ladies Fellowship—

10 am 

Elders—7 pm 

 

15 16 

 

17 

Food Pantry 

10– Noon 

18 

 

Awana 

Youth Group 

6-7:30 pm 

19 

 

20 21 

 

22 23 24 

25 

 
 

Child  

Protection class 

after church 

today. 

26 27 28 

 

29   

 

 

 

 

 

      

Bancroft Church Phone Number: 
989-634-5724 

Secretary: Diane Lepior 
Office Hours: 9-2 daily 

Call ahead please,  
most days Diane works offsite 
Tuesdays by appointment 

Please use the church phone or Facebook 

Weekly activities:  Wednesdays: 10am Adult Bible Study                       
                                Thursdays: 6:30pm  Adult Small Group  
      Thursdays: Karate  
       
                   

Pastor Todd Evans 
Bancroft Congregational Church 

217 S. Shiawassee St., 
 PO Box 98 

Bancroft, MI  48414 
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Bancroft Congregational Church 
217 S. Shiawassee St.  P.O. Box 98 
Bancroft, MI  48414 

 


