Bancroft Christ-centered Church
Pastor Todd Evans
217 8. Shiawassee St., P.0. Box 98, Bancroft, MI 48414 989-634-5724

/ ;Q,?J The BCC Connection

. Sunday Worship Hours
| Christian Education Hour 9:45 am
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
There are Nursery and Jr. church programs available for children during our worship service.
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America 250
From your Favorite Pastor

By the time you get this
we will be right in the heart of
celebrating the 250" birthday of
the good ‘ole USA! Since none
of us are that old, it seems like a long time, and it is a long time
for a democratic republic to stay in existence. But did you know
that the Roman Republic (not the empire that started under
Ceasar) was around for nearly 500 years?! (509 BC-27BC) The
way the Roman Republic worked was quite a bit different from ours and is a bit complex to get into here. But the
short of it is that there were 2 bodies of representation that had 2 different roles accomplishing different things.
There were also 2 military commanders so that no one could control the country and become a king. They also
had the Senate which actually served as an advisory committee and didn’t pass or enact any laws. But |
historically digress. Back to the point I was going to make. The USA is the longest lasting representative
democratic republic in the history of the world. Every government that has even partially functioned the same
ended in a monarchy or empire with none functioning like ours. Why has the USA made it this far?

While this will be the focus of the message on the morning of July 5, I will touch on it here. The first
main reason is that God had His hand in it. We go back to the founding of the Plymouth settlement by the
Puritans in Massachusetts in 1620. They came to have freedom of religion and to spread the Gospel of Christ to
the new world. To establish their rules and governing structure, they created the Mayflower Compact which
established God as the head and the way the government was to function: a representative government. With this,
the foundation was laid for the country. Fast forward to the early 1700’s when you had the First Great
Awakening, an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon this nation which featured preachers like Johnathon Edwards
and George Whitefield. It is estimated that at least 200,000 people heard the Gospel and that 50,000 responded in
New England alone, out of a population of about 250,000. Both Edwards and Whitefield traveled through all 13
colonies preaching, with some estimates reaching the hundreds of thousands that heard the Gospel. What does
this have to do with the country lasting, PT? Hang with me here.

The Great Awakening also brought about the full churches who were listening to the Black Robed
Regiment. These preachers were not like most today as they were not afraid to speak about politics and culture.
In fact, most of their sermons touched on the events of the day, how they tied to the Bible, and how the church
was to respond. This regiment started speaking against the Crown and British rule as early as the 1740’s. By the
time of the Revolution in 1775 preachers throughout the colonies, in New England particularly, had been
instilling the principals of freedom in Christ, the freedom of the Believer, the inalienable rights that come from
God, and freedom from tyrannical rule for 3 decades. They were so powerful that the British named them the
Black Robed Regiment and said they were the reason for the colonial revolt. Many of those preachers left their
pulpits to fight in the Continental Army, being responsible for raising up regiments from their regions. Sound
like God had something to do with it?

The second reason is that many of the men who were instrumental in the founding loved God and wanted
to do what was right in His sight. Their Christian worldview guided many of their decisions and actions. We
aren’t even touching on the times Washington should have been killed in battle, the Continental Army shouldn’t
have made it to safety if not for a fog rolling in, that over half the signers of the Declaration of Independence
were graduates of seminaries, that a fledgling army of farmers defeated the greatest military in the world at the
time, or that that army even stayed together over 8 years when many of them weren’t getting paid. This country
shouldn’t have survived those struggles or the war of 1812 when the British burned DC to the ground. So how
did the country not only make it to 250 years but also be the superpower and arguably the most powerful nation
the world has ever seen, a nation that has never conquered another one to gain that power?

(continues on pg. 5)




Apologeties

What Does the Bible Teach About War?
By Ryan Snuffer
Apologetics Bible pg 221

The Bible has much to say about war and the right of the state to use lethal force. The OT is full of examples
of God directing Israel to go to war against certain groups — for example, the campaign into the promised land
led by Joshua. Those were special occasions, but even long before Israel’s war campaigns God specifically
gave Noah and future governments the right to shed man’s blood (Genesis 9:5-6) as punishment for murder.
In NT times, the Apostle Paul wrote that government has a God-ordained right and responsibility to protect its
people and to punish evildoers (Romans 13:1-5). The examples of Noah and Paul relate primarily to keeping
the peace within a nation but may have application for war between nations.

Jesus had the heart of a peacemaker. Although He was not speaking about foreign policy, He taught that
people should love their enemies and pray for those who persecute them (Matthew 5:44). Christian pacifists
take this to indicate that all wars are unjust and should be avoided. The NT has little to say about the
international conflict, perhaps because the world of Christ and the apostles was under Roman occupation and
there were no serious threats to the Roman Empire.

Christians should not blindly support their nation’s causes in war. Our kingdom is not of this world. When
military action contradicts biblical commands or morals, the Christian should refuse to support war not matter
the consequences. Conversely, when the government is in the right to wage war, as when it protects itself
against aggressors or when it seeks to protect other nations from aggressors, Christians should support it. And
in all cases, Christians should take the lead in seeking peaceful resolution to conflict between nations.

Jesus taught that we should turn the other cheek on personal matters (Matthew 5:39. Now suppose that the
United States had an official policy to always turn its cheek to evil and oppressive governments. A
government that allowed its people to be persecuted and killed by invader would be irresponsible and immoral.

It is arguably the case that a strong, ready defense is the best peacekeeper, for world-be aggressors think twice
before starting hostilities against battle-ready nations. A parallel is found in a father’s responsibility to protect
his family. If an intruder comes into his home, he is justified in using violence in order to protect his wife and
children. It it is known that this father is armed and willing to defend his family, odds are decreased that his
home will be invaded.

The overall message of the NT is one of peace. Even when war is justified, it should be fought in a just
manner with a gal of achieving peace as well as making minimal impact on human life and the environment.
When the nations of the world lean that another nation is suffering under a cruel, murderous dictator, world
leaders must decide who best to stop the evil aggressions. Christians should encourage their leaders to seek
peaceful solutions firs, but in the even that such solutions are not available, it seems biblically permissible to
support a war whose aim is to halt evil.




Day 1:
Day 2:
Day 3:
Day 4:
Day s:
Day 6:
Day 7:
Day 8:
Day o:

July

Deuteronomy 31:6
1 Chronicles 28:20
Joshuar:g
Exodus 14:14
Psalm 9r:9-10
Psalm grirr-12
Psalm 9r:13-14
Psalm 9r:15-16

Isaigh 54:17

Day 10: Isaiah 43:1-2

Day I

Day 12
Day 13
Day 14
Day 15
Day 16

Jeremiah 29:11
. Isaiah 41:10
: Isaiah ar19
: Psalm 27:1
» Pgalin gdimy

. Psalm 50:15

Day 17: Matthew 6:25-26
Day 18: Matthew 6:31-33
Day 19: Matthew 7:7-8
Day 20: Matthew 7:9-11
Day 21: Phillippians 4:19
Day 22: Isaiah 1:18

Day 23: John 3:16

Day 24: 1 John 1:9

Day 25: 2 Chronicles 7:14
Day 26: Acts 2:21

Day 27: Romans 10:13
Day 28: John 14:13-14
Day 29: Hebrews 13:5-6
Day 30: Romans &:28
Day 31: Revelation 3:5



Weekly Service Schedule for July 2026

Service 5 12 19 26
Music Team Beth Beth & Jenny Beth & Jenny Maddie
Greeter Dale Lumsden Robin Carlsen Daphne Valade Walt Reed
Greeter Sue Lumsden Larry Godfrey Karen Huguelet Marion Reed
Nursery Jenny Habermehl Patty Hewitt Volunteer Needed Cathy Taber
Nursery Paula Wahl Shana Post Volunteer Needed Laurie Valade
Sound Sarah Bias Matthew Zander | Volunteer Needed Cait Crego
Computer Maddie Bias Aaron Zander Volunteer Needed Wyatt Crego
Call to Worship & Matt Post Layne Valade Brian Reed James Huguelet
Prayer
Prayer Elder Brian Reed Carl Cooke James Huguelet Lee Habermehl
Jr. Church Teacher Diane Lepior Becky Durling Amber Bias Paula Wahl
Jr. Church Helper Amber Evans Cathy Taber Shana Post Jenny Habermehl
Scripture Reader None Needed Dan Bryant Sandy Braid Carl Cooke
Benediction Lee Habermehl Layne Valade Brian Reed James Huguelet
Financial Team James Huguelet Dan Bryant Brian Reed Carl Cooke
Financial Team Tom Wahl Layne Valade Lee Habermehl Matt Post
Communion Carl Cooke

Please remember if for any reason you are unable to meet your scheduled obligation, please contact some-
one from your team to take your place as soon as you know you are unable to fulfill your obligation. The

changes however, will not be printed in the bulletin.
Thank you for your service to our church!

In his book Revolution, Eric Metaxas makes the argument that it clearly is God’s hand of providence that has
kept our nation in existence and has guided her to the place she is today. While the country as a whole has
fallen far from Him, I believe it is still here and important because of the remnant of God’s people that still
worship Him today. We are also seeing a movement amongst the next generation that shows God still has
some plan for us as college campuses explode with revivals, salvations, and baptisms in the back of pickup
trucks. So, let’s be in prayer for our nation, its leaders, and the church. Praying that He will continue to
move in people’s hearts and that He will use BCC as a part of that movement.

Happy Independence Day!
Be blessed & be a blessing
PT
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BIBLE MISSIONARIES, PASTORS,
AND EVANGELISTS

Name the person referred to in these descrfp't'fons.

1. This man accompanied Paul on his second missionary
journey.

2. He was known as the forerunner of Jesus.

3. This man was called “righteous” by God, who then told
him to warn the people about impending judgment.

4, Some call this man the world’s greatest missionary
ever. Before that he persecuted Christians.

5. When God called this man to witness for Him, he went
the other way—before God got his attention.

6. This historian accompanied Paul on one of his mission-
ary journeys—and wrote about it in the Bible.

7. This man went with Paul on his first missionary journey.

8. Directed by a vision, this man led a man from Africa to
faith in Jesus.

9. When this man taught, some people said they were fol-
lowing him and some said they were following Paul.

10. On Paul’s first missionary journey, this man deserted
the mission before it was over. X é}

Answers on page 11
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BIAS AMBER  5-Jul
HABERMEHL CYNDY  8-Jul
MALLOY LINDA 11-Jul
RANCOUR KARLI 21-Jul
BRYANT ROSE 27-Jul
COOKE VAEH 29-Jul

18 Todd & Amber Evans
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July Mission News
We will not have a regular meeting in July. Our next meeting will be August 10" at 10:00 a.m.

Operation Christmas Child

This year we are working on O.C.C. (Operation Christmas Child) once again. Some of us collect items all year
round. We watch for sales, especially after holidays. Sometimes we can find items for our shoebox for

50-90 % off! In the past we’ve had some garage sales to help pay for the shipping of the O.C.C. boxes. And
this year we will be having a garage sale once again Thursday, August 27"- 29" located at Brian and Karla
Reed’s. The address is 10430 Newburg Rd., Durand. If you would like to donate items to our garage sale, you
can get started now, looking for some treasures for us to sell! You can bring them to Brian and Karla’s one
week before the sale.

Everything will be done by donation. So, prices will be whatever someone wants to give for the items. Most
people are very generous and give above my expectations. Not always, but most people are generous. If you
think the value of an item, you donate needs a price set on it, you can do that too. You can also donate through
our offering and designate on the check to O.C.C.

This is a fun one and only fund-raising event we do occasionally for our Christmas boxes postage. We hope
you’ll want to participate with us! See Karla Reed if you have any questions.

Please pray for our Missionaries:

Mark and Kim Dalman (Live Global) Debbie Price (RBM, retired)

Kathy Coon (OMS) Kathy Curtis (Camp Barkel, retired)
Diane Lepior (HEARTS ministry) Matthew and Jennifer Johnson (ABWE)
Carlos Novisteros (Philippines) Dottie Hoppe (P.A.M.)

Isaac and Lexie Zander (OMS)

Invitation

There was an invitation at our mission conference for everyone to find their place to serve at B.C.C.!
Some areas where we still need help are the “Care Ministry” and “Jr. Church”.

If you want to get involved in serving in your place at our church, don’t hesitate to talk to a missions
committee person or call the office We’d love to include you.

I This Months Book Reports:
John — Son of Thunder

| By Ellen Gunderson Traylor

" You’ll feel as if you are actually walking with John. You will sense the power and the enthusiasm of Peter. You’ll

| understand the doubts of Thomas, the quiet support of James, the treachery of Judas.

. The turmoil and bewilderment of the crucifixion will surround you, and the wonderment of the resurrection will lift your
spirit. You’ll have a whole new understanding of the amazing growth of the early church and its struggles against the cruel Romans.

Travel with John down the desert paths, through the courts of the Holy City, and to the foot of the cross. Journey with him, "

« from his luxury as a privileged son of Israel to the bitte hardship of his exile on Patmos. This is a saga of adventure, romance and
I discovery - of a man bigger than life — the disciple “whom Jesus loved.”

" What is the Great Commission?
|| By R.C. Sproul

After His resurrection, Jesus gave His disciples a mission to go to all the nations to make disciples, baptizing and teaching them.
I That remains the continuing mission of the church today.

| In this book, Dr. R.C. Sproul explores the Great Commission by laying out the biblical basis for missions, defining the gospel and

, evangelism, and addressing the need to mobilize Chrisitan believers for missions. He also touches on methods of evangelism, while
pointing ultimately to the One who promised that He would build His church. This book is a challenge to the church and individual

| Christians to obey Jesus’ command to go and make disciples.



Waffled Tuna Melt

1 leanest - 3 Green - 2 Healthy fat - 2 Condiment (per serving)

4 servings

Ingredients:

* 4Y5 ounces canned tuna packed in water

* 1}% ounces eggs

» 2 tablespoons low-fat cream cheese at room temperature
* 5 cup minced celery

* 2 scallions minced

* g tsp salt

* 1 pinch ground black pepper

« 2 tablespoons reduced-fat cheddar cheese

* Cooking spray

* 1}4 cups romaine lettuce cut into % inch strips
* | tbsp ranch dressing

Directions:

1. Drain the tuna from its water.

2. In a mixing bowl, combine the cream cheese and eggs with a
whisk and mix until thoroughly combined.

3. Combine the tuna with the egg-cream cheese mix and stir in the
celery, scallions, salt, pepper, and cheese.

4. Preheat a waffle iron and spray both sides with the cooking
spray.

5. Put an adequate amount of the tuna mix on your waffle iron (the

amount may vary depending on the waffle iron's size) and cook
until golden brown for about 15 minutes.

6. Once done, remove the tuna waffles from the waffle iron and
place them on a wire rack.

7. Repeat until the mixture is used up.

8. Combine the lettuce with the ranch dressing and divide evenly
onto plates. Top each plate with an equal number of tuna waffles.

Vegetable Quiche

Ingredients:

1 cup egg beaters (1/2 lean)

1/2 cup low moisture part skim 2 % mozzarella cheese
(1/2 lean)

1/2 cup tomato, chopped (1 green)

1/2 cup broccoli, chopped (1 green)

1/2 cup zucchini, chopped (1 green)

2 Light Swiss Laughing Cow Cheese Wedges (1 healthy
fat)

1/4 tsp salt (1 condiment)

1/4 tsp pepper (1/2 condiment)

1/4 tsp onion powder (1/2 condiment)

Directions:
Preheat oven to 375.
Spray a baking dish with Pam cooking spray.
Mix ingredients all together in a bowl.
Pour the mixture into the prepared pan. Bake for 35
minutes.

Servings: 1 complete lean and green meal, 2 condiments,
and 1 healthy fat
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Pastor Todd Evans
Bancroft Christ-centered Church
217 S. Shiawassee St.,

PO Box 98
Bancroft, MI 48414

Bancroft Church Phone Number:
989-634-5724
Secretary: Diane Lepior
Office Hours: 9-2 daily
Call ahead please,
most days the office works offsite
Tuesdays by appointment
Please use the church phone or Facebook

Sun Mon Tue Wed

Thu Fri Sat
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8 am
Ladies
Fellowship %
10 am NS
7 pm Eve C%[%ﬂ;t@m:}w
Service
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Pantry 10 am
to Noon
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19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Weekly activities: Wednesdays: 10am Adult Bible Study

Thursdays: 6:30pm Adult Small Group
Thursdays: Karate

Heads up: church picnic/baptism
Aug. 9 at Brian and Karla Reed's

BIBLE MISSIONARIES, PASTORS, AND EVANGELISTS
1. Silas 8. Philip
2. John the Baptist 9. Apollos
3. Noah 10. John Mark
4. Paul
5. Jonah
6. Luke
7. Barnabas
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Bancroft Christ-centered Church
217 S. Shiawassee St. P.O. Box 98
Bancroft, MI 48414
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